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19. yiizythn gezginleri, gegmis ddnemlerde Selguklu-
lar'in bagkentigini yapan Konya'yi, bahgeleri, rmak-
lars ve meyvaliklan nedeni ile Orta Anadolu bozkiri-
nin ortasinca bir vaha olarak tanimlarlar. Bolgenin
en hizlt biiyliyen kentlerinden birist olan giintimiiz
Konya'ss, tzellikle Selcuklulardan kalma yapdare ile
bir acikhava mizesi gibidir. Diinyaca Gnli gair ve
digiiniir Mevidna Celaleddin Riminin (1207-1273)
yesil ginilerle kaph sivri kiilahli tiirbesi de, kentin
sembolii konumundadir,

Kent, dogal su rezerveleri nedeni ile MO 3000'den
beri kesintisiz yerlesime sahne olmustur. Once Hitit-
ler ve Asurlarin, daha sonra sirast ile Frigler, Lidyal-
lar ve Perslerin yonetimi aluna girmigtir. Buyik Is-
kenderin olimiinden sonra, komutanlanndan Lysi-
machos’un eline gegen kent, Seleukos idaresi ile ta-
mismustee. Kentin adinin kaynagt olan tkonion’un ilk
kez bu donemde telafuz edildigi saniimaktadir. Bu-
ny Bergama ve Ro- Co
ma’'mn” hakimiyeti iz-
~feimigtir. Erken Haris-
tivanlik déneminin
(nlii havarilerinden
Paujus ve DBarna-
bas'in lkonion'a da
ugrayarak kent halki-
ni Hiristiyanhiga da-
‘ver eden konferanslar
verdigi bilinmektedir.
Bizans egemenligi al-
undayken, ozellikle
MS 7. ve 9. ylzyillar-
da Arap akinlarina
sahne olan kent,
1074 yihnda Anadolu
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A ccounts by 19th century iravellers to Turkey describe
Konya as an oasis in the central Analolian steppe,
with its gardens, orchards and rivers. Today Konya is
one of the fastest growing cities in the region. Light
centuries ago it became the capital of the Selfitks, the
first Twrkish dynasty to rufe in Asia Minor, and the
city is full of Seljuk monuments. The most fanous of
these is the tomb of the world famous mysiic poet and
philosopher Mevldna Celdleddin Rimi (1207-1273),
with its conical roof covered with turquoise liles.
Konya bas been inhabited without interruption since
3000 BC thanks to its abundant water resources, aried
was nded in turn by the Hittites, Assyrians, Phrygians,
Lydians and Persians until the congues of Alexander
the Greal. After Alexander's death one of his generals
Lysimachos look conirol of the city, wshering in several
bundred vears of Seleucid rule. It is thought that the
name lconium, from which today’s name Konya is
derived, dates from
that time. The Mace-
donian  Seleucids
were succeeded by the
kings of Pergamuni,
and they in (urn by
the Romans. St. Paul
and St. Barnabas
both preached bere in
the 1st centiry AD.
There followed long
centuries of Byzan-
tine rule, interrupled
only by Arab incur-
sions in the 7th and
Oth centuries. Konya
was taken by the
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Seleuklular’mmn eline gegmiy ve 11, ylzyihin sonlan-
nz dogru bagkent olmustur.

Kent en parlak dénemini, Selguklu sultanlarindan
~ Aldeddin Keyk(bad zamamnda (1219-1236) yaga-
mg, bu dénemde ¢ok saywda binanin yamsira 108
kuleli sehir suru da inga edilmigtir. Selgukiulardan
sonry bir ara Karamanhogullan Beyligimin eline ge-
cen kent, 1466 yilindan itibaren Osmanly idaresi alt-
na girmistir. Ozellikle 19. ylizyildaki dogal felaket-
lerle yok olma siirecine giren Konya, 1896 yilinda
inga edilen Istanbul-Bagdat demiryolunun kentin ya-
lanindan geemesi ile tekrar dnem kazanmaya basla-
nugtir. Aslinda 14, yazyilda kaybeuigi politik ve eko-
nomile dzelligine karsin,
dini merkez kimligi ylz-
yillardir yok ofmadan de-
vam etmekiedir. Mevlina
tekkesi gintimizde hir
miize kimliginde olmasi-
na karsin, binlerce yaban-
ci ve yerh turist taradin-
dan dini amaglarla ziyater
edilmektedir. Mevlina
Celileddin Riimi'nin &lim
tarihi olan Arahk 1273 -
rihinden hareketle, gind-
mizde her yi aralik ayr-
nin son haftasinda Mevli-

Anctolian Seljuks in 1074, and became the Seljuk
capital towards the end of the 11th century.

Konya rose to a peak of prosperity and cultiral impor-
tance under the Seljuk sultan Aldeddin Keykiibad
(1219-1236), who construcied a large number of
buildings and walls with 108 towers around the city.
With the dectine of the Seljiks Konye was briefly rided
by the Karamanliogublar: Beplik (principality) aned it
becermie perit of the Otioman Empire in 14606.

hy the 19th century a series of natural disasters sent
the city into decline, bui with the construction of the
Istanbul-Baghdad Ratheay in 189G it began to recouv-
er. Although Konya never again enjoyed the political
and economic importance
it had possessed under the
Seljuks, it continned to be
an bmportant religious
ceitre. The tekke or fodge
of Mevlding, whose dervish
order flourished over the
centuries, is todeay a muse-
1on pisited by thousands of
Turkish and  foreign
tourists every year. The
Mevldna Festival takes
place during the last week
of December in commnemo-

na Festivali dizenlen-
mekte ve bu halta bo-
yunca sema gosteriler
sergilenmektedir.

Konya'min en Goemli tarihi eserleri arasmda sayilan Ince Hinarel
Medrese {en istte). Ustte, olafaniistii iglemelerle siislenmiy medrese
kaprst. / Ince Minareli Medrese, one of the foremast histeric monuments
in Konya (top). Above is the ornately decorated door of this Seljuk
building.
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raation of Mevldna Celdled-
din Riimi, who died in
December 1273, Through-
it the week Mevlevi
dervishes perform the ritu-



Kentin merkezinde-
ki Alaaddin Tepe-
si'nin kuzeyinde bu-
hunan Aldeddin Ca-
mii, Tlrk mimarisi-
nin onde gelen or-
neklerinden biridlir,
Anadolu Sclguklu
mimarisinin yazth
en eski camileri ara-
sinda sayilan Alded-
din Camii, siirekli
degisme ve cklerle
glintimiize ulagnug-
tir: Sultan I. Rik-
neddin Mesud
(1116-1156) wrafin-
dan yapimi baglatl-
mug ve L. Aldeddin Keyk{bad déneminde tamamlan-
mustir, Caminin ana girisi kuzeydeki anttsal kapidan-
dir. Kapmin cercevesi acik ve koyu merimerlerle ha-
reketlendirilmistic. Ahsap Gst ortii Bizans baslidkde 42
mermer sttunla tagmmakrachr. Geometrik desenli
abanoz minber 1156 tarihlidic ve ilk evreden kalan
en Ozgln bolimdir. Mibrap zengin cini dekor ve
Arapga yazdasla stslidir. Caminin hemen yaninda
bulunan Tirbe'ye giris avludandir, Burast Sultan 11
Kilig Arstan taralindan mimar Hocenli Yusuf bin Ab-
dilgalfara yapunlnustr, I¢inde sekiz Selguklu sulta-
nma ail ¢inili sandukalar bulunmaktadir. Aziziye Ca-
mii, 1874 yihinda Pertevniyal Hatun'un yarcdhimlar ile
Tirk Baroku stilinde, 1671 yilinda yaptuilan, ancak
19, yazydda yanan Mustafa
Puaga Camii'nin yerine yapturil-
s,

Mcvldna miizesinin hemen
yanimnda yer alan ve Osmanli
mimarisine ait cok Gnemli or-
neklerden birisi sayilan Seli-
miye Camii, II. Selim tarafin-
dan 1567 yilinda yapterdmistir,
Mimarinin Mimar Sinan oldu-
gu sanslmakiader. plikci Cami
ve Medresesi, Alaaddin Tepe-
si'nin dogusunda bulunmakta-
dir. Vakfliyesinden 11, Kilig
Arstan  doneminde Vezir
Semseddin Allunba’mun yaphir-
i anlagidlmaktado, Kazdar-
da, ok mermerden Osmanl
doncemi mihrabi atunda, top-
pga gomitlll Gzglin ¢inili mih-
rap ¢rkardoustr. Mibrap tGri-
niin Anadolu'daki en eski &r-
negidir. Guntimiize kadar ula-
sabilmis en eski minareleri ile

building.

Ustte, Alaaddin Camii'nin ana girig kapisi goriliiyor. Alttaki resimde ise, caminin iist
ortiisiinii tagtyan devgirme stitunlardan bir gmek yer aliyor, / Above is the main door
of Aleddin Hosque. Below is one of the columns taken from an eadier Byzantine
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al whirling dance
krown as sema.
Aldeddin Mosqite sii-
ualed on Alaaddin
Hill in the centre of
the cily is one of the
greatest works of
Turkish Seljuk archi-
fecture, although it
has undergone
many alterations
and additions over
the centuries. Con-
struction was begiin
by the Seljuk sultan
Ritkneddin Mesud
(17116-1156) and
completed by Alded-
din Keykiibad 1. There is a monumental portal in the
north facade with a surround of light and dark
coloured marbles. The wooden roof is supported by 42
marble columns with Byzantine capitals. The ebony
minber (puipit) with carved geometric designs dates
Jrom 1156 and is one of the few parts of the building
to bave survived in its original form. The mihrab is
richly decorated with tiles and Arabic inscriptions.

The tiirbe (mausoleum) next to the mosque conlains
the tiled sarcopbagi of eight Seljuks sillans. This was
baeilt for Sultan Kihig Arslan by ile architect Hocenli
Yusuf bin Abdiilgaffar. It is entered through the court-
yard of the mosgue.

Azizive Mosque is a late 19th century building in
Turkish baroque style whose
construction was financed by
Pertevniyal Sultan, wife of.
Mahmud JI and mother of Sil-
tan Abdiilaziz, to replace the
17th century Mustafa Pasa
Mosque which burnt down in
the mid-19th centtury.

Next to Mevldna Miseum is
Selimiye Mosqiie, an oustand-
ing example of Ottoman archi-
tecture built for Selim I in
15G7. The archilect is thought
to have been Mimar Sinan. On
the east side of Alaaddin Hill is
Iplikei Mosque and Medrese,
whose charter shows that both
buildings were constrircted for
Vezir Semseddin Aftunba dur-
ing the range of Sultan Kilig
Arslan II (1155-1192). Excava-
tions beneath the Olfoman
marble mibrab have revealed
the original tiled Seljiuk mibrab,

Mustafa Sab



de Ginkii olan caminin, 1939 yilindaki onarm swasin-
da ortaya gikanlan medresesi de Anadolu Selgukiu
déneminin itk &meklerinden biridir. Medrese, Hz.
Mevlanamin burada ders vermiy olmasi nedeni ile
oldukea dnemlidir.

Sahip Ata Killiyesi, cami, tirbe, hamam, huanikdh
(eskiden seyyahlarm ve yoksul yoleulann barnndik-
lar, misafirhane niteligindeki tekke) yapilarindan
olusmakradir. 12069-1283 yillan arasmda Vezir Sahip
Ata Fahreddin Ali wrafindan, Mimar Kolik bin Ab-
dullah’a yapornlmgtir, Yapudan ancak ¢ini mozaik
stislemeli mihrap kalnusto. Cami, Anadolu Selgulklu-
Iarrmun Dbilinen en eski agae direkli camisidir. Tag,
gl ve ¢ini stslemelerle Anadolw’da saglam du-
rumda ilk ¢ifte minareli g kapt da burada bulun-
malkradir. Yine 6n yizde, amisal kapin heriki ya-
mindz bulunan sebiller Anadolu’da bilinen ilk érek-
ferdendir.

Selcuklu mimarisinin dnemli eserleri arasimda sayi-
lan ve 1260’ larda
seleuklu Veziri Sa-
hip Ata Fahreddin
Ali'nin yaptirdigs
Ince Minarchi Med-
rese, Alaaddin Te-
pesi’'nin bat ctegin-
dedir; mimar Ko-
litk  bin  Abdul-
lahdar. Ading,
1900Ude  yildirom
ditgmesi sonucu bi-
rinei gerefeye kadar
yikibmg, ki serefeli
inCce vzun minare-
sinden almaktadir.
upt, mimarisi, ya-
hnligt ve anitsal tag
kapist ile Anado-

Konya'mn goriilmesi gereken yerleri tarihi eserlerden ibaret defil. Konya gevresindeki
mesire yerteri arastnda, Beysehir'deki Amanas daglan da goritmeye defier giizelfikee. (en
tistte). Tarihi Kelgren Han (iistee). / The sights of Konya do not end with its historic
buiidings. The area is famous for its beawty spots, such as the Amanas Mountains in
Beysehir {rop) and Kimlgren Han (above).

which Is the earliest ever discovered in Anatolia. The
niinarels of this mosque are also the oldest in exis-
tence. The ruined medrese was discovered during
repains cavried out in 1939, and is of particular inter-
est since Mevléina is known 1o bave 1aught bere.

Sahip Ata Killiye (complex) of mosque, inrbe,
heamam (baths) and banikdb (hospice for travellers)
was buill between 1269 and 1283 for Vezir Sabip
Ata Fabreddin Ali by the architect Koliik bin Abdul-
lah. The tile mosaic mibrab is the only surviving
part of the mosque, which is the oldest known Ana-
tolfan Seljuk mosque with wooden pillars. The com-
plexs monumenial portal with two minarels and its
sione, brickiork cand tile decoration, is the earliest
surviving example of its kind in Anatolia. On either
side of the portal are sebils (wall kiosks for the distri-
bution of drinking water), which again are the old-
est in exisfence,

n the 1260s the same vezir built the Ince Minareli
Meclrese, which is
one of the finest
examples of Seljuk
architectire. It is sit-
iated o the wesi-
ernn slope  of
Alaaddin Hill aned
is the work of Koliik
bin Abdullah. The
slender minaret
after which it was
nanied was struck
by lightning in
1901 and the upper
section beyond the
first balcony was
destroyed. The strik-
ing simplicity of its
architecture and
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funun en énemli medreseterindendir. Giinimuzde
Seleuklu tas ve ahsap eserlerinin sergilendigi bir
mize olarak kullamimaktadir.,

Abieddin Camii'nin kuzeyinde bhulunan Karatay
Medresesi, Emir Celdleddin Karatay tarafindan
1251/2 yillarinda yaptnlmstir. Mimari diizeni, kub-
besi ve zengin bezemeleri ile Tlrk sanatimn bag ya-
pilarindandir. Gindmiizde Selguklu Devri Cini Eser-
ler Miizesi olarak kullandmaktacir. iki kath Sir¢ali
Medrese, Anadolu'daki ¢inili medreselerin ilk ve en
anemli drneklerindendir. 1242/31e 110 Aldeddin Key-
kubatmn Talasi Bedreddin Mislih tarafindan yaptinl-
nustir. A ¢ini ststemelerinden almaktadir, GlinG-
muzde Selcuklu, Karamanlt ve Osmanli ddnemlerine
ait yazith mezar stelleri sergilenmektedir.

Neolitik donemden baglayarak ¢ok degerli escrlerin
sergilendigi Konya Arkeoloji Mitzesi, 1962 yihinda
hizmete acilimistie, Ozellikle Roma dénemine ait
olan mermer lahitler agsindan diinyan en dnemli
miizelerinden biridir. Herakles'in 12 isinin resmedil-
digi lahitlerinden en saglam korunmug olani, burada
sergilenmelktedir.

Atudirk’e aii elbiscler, esyalar, fotograflar ve belgele-
rin sergilendigi Konya Atattick KaltGr Mizesi, 1928
yilinda Konyallar taralindan Atatitrk’e armagan edil-
mistir. Koyunoglu Mizesi, A. [zzel Koyunoglu'nun
kolleksiyonunda bulunan tarihi ve etnografik eserle-
rin sergilendigi ozel bir muzedir. Miizenin birinci

1269-1283 yillan arasma,‘l’uir Sahip Ata Fahreddin Mi tarafindan mimar Kolik bin Abduflah'a v)'apurlan Sahip
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I 3 ot
Ata Xilliyesi (selda). Sad

aki- resimde
ise kiilliyenin icinde yeralan caminin minaresi giriiliyor. / Sahip Ata Killiye (left} built between 1269 and 1283 by Kalille bin Abdullah for Sahip Ata
Fahreddin Ali, vezir to the Seljuk sultan Giyaseddin Keyhiisrev 1. Right &5 the minaret of the mosque.

monumental portal make it one of the most importaii
Seljuk medreses. Today the building bouses a musewm
of Seljitk stone and wood carving.

North of Aldeddin Mosque is Karaleay Medrvese built by
Emir Celdleddin Karatay in 12571-1252. Wilh iis
remarkable dome and superh decordation this is anoth-
er masterpicce of Turkish architecture. Today it houses
the Musewm of Seljitk Tiles.

The two-storey Strgalt Medrese is one of the earliest
and loveliest iiled medreses. It was huilt in 1242-1243
by Bedreddin Miislih, tutor to Aldeddin Keykilbad 1
and is famous for the glazed tile decoration of the

Jagade. Today inscribed grave steles from the Seljuk.

Karaman and Otfoman periods are exbibited here.

Konya Archaeological Museum, which was established
in 1962, conains a magnificent collection of ant and
artefacts dating back as far as the neolithic age. In par-
ticular ils collection of marble sarcophagi from the
Roman period is one of the most importeit in the world
and includes the best preserved of all sarcophagi carved
with scenes depicting the tiwelve labowrs of Hercules.

Konya Atatiivk Cultural Musewm containing clothes,
personal possessions, photographs and docimenlts
helonging to Mustafa Kemal Atatiivk opeied in 1928
as a gift to Atatiirk from ihe people of Konva. Another
interesting musenm in the city is the private
Koyunoglu Musewm conlaining the ethnographic
and other collections of A. [zzet Koyunoghi. The

i
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Mimari diizeni, kubbesi ve zengin bezemeleri ile Tiirk sanatmn bag yapitlan arasnda sapfan Karatay Hedresesi, 1251-1252 yilannda Emir Ceffleddin

Karatay tarafindan yaptrimigtir. / Karatay Medrese is one of the masterpieces of Turlish architecture, both in terms of its design and omate decoration.

It was censtructed for Emir Celaleddin Xaratay in 1251-1251.

katinda tabiat tarihi, giris katinda Anadolu
medeniyetieri, Sikke holimi ile sanat galerisi, Gst
katinda etnografya, haly, kilim ve yazma eserler yer
almaktacir. Ayni katta 20.000 ciltlik kiittiphanesi de
bulunmakiachir. Bir zamanlar Mevlina ve
derviglerinin barmdildan tekke, 1927 yilinda miizeye
dondstiirtilmiistor.

Miize, Hz. Mevlina ve yakinlarmin bulundugu tir-
be, dervis odalan ve mutfaktan otusmaktadir. Bura-
da el yazmalar, tekstil, hali, kilim ve tekkeye ait et-
nografik malzeme sergilenmektedir.

Sultan Ii. Kilic Asslan'in (1156-1192) yaptudig Sel-
cukiu Koski; 1412 tarihli Hasbey Dariilhafiz, 14.
yiizyila ait olan ve en erken tarihli Semahanelerden
birisi olan Sems-i Tebrizi Tiirbesi ve camisi diger
gortlebilecek yerler arasindadr,

Biitiin bu tarihl mekanlann diginda, Konya'da birgok
mesire yeri de hulunmakiadir: Giizel bahgeleri ile
sehir merkezine 7 km uzakbkta hulunan Meram;
Konya'ya 50 km uzakliktaki 2035 m yiikseklige
sahip Aladag ve Beysehir yolu tizerinde bulunan ve
essiz manzarast ile  goriilmeye deger Kizildren
gibi...

Yine bir mesire yeri olan ve merkeze 8 km uzaklik-
taki, iki Bizans kilisesi, manastir ve kaya kiliseleri ile
{inlii Siille'yi de unutmamak lazim, .

* Doc. D, Mustafa Sahin, Selcuk Universitesi, Fen-Edebiyat
Fakiiliesi H@retim Giyesi

1
ground floor houses the Anatolian civilisations col-

lection, coins and art gallery, the first floor is devoted
to natural history, and the second floor 1o ethnogra-
phy, carpets, kilims and manuscripts. On this floor
there is also a library containing twenty thousand
books.

Most famous of all Konya's sights is Mevidna Museum
in the tekke complex where Mevidna once taught,
wrole and worshipped. It was turned into a museum
in 1927, and consists of Mevldna’s titrbe, cells for the
dervishes and kitchen. Manuscripts, textiles, carpeis,
kilims and ethnographic material belonging to the
lekke are displayed bere.

Other buildings of interest inn Konya are Selgikii Kogk,
a pavilion built for Sultan Kilig Arslan IT, Hasbey
Dartilhafizt (school for training Koran readers) dai-
ing from 1412, and the 14th century semabane (hall
where the Mevlevi dervishes perform their ritual
dance} of the tiirbe and mosque of Mevidna’s follower
Sems-i Tebrizi.

Konya is also famous for its attractive countryside and
excursion places, above all Meram 7 km out of the
city, Mount Aladag (2035 metres) 50 kilomeires awey,
Kizildren on the Beysehir road celebrated for its spec-
tacular views, and Sille 8 km away, with its Byzantine
church, monastery and rock churches. .

* Assaciate Prof. Dr. Mustafa Sabin is a lectirer at Selculy Unti-
versity.
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